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HORATIO HALE 

The death of Mr Horatio Hale occurred on December 28, 1896. 
He was in his eightieth year, his birth having been on May 3, 
1817, at Newport, New Hampshire. 

While still a student at Harvard College he became interested 
in American aboriginal languages, and collected a vocabulary of 
an Algonquian dialect, which was printed in 1834. This effort, 
together with his progress in allied studies, led to his appoint- 
ment as linguist and ethnographer on the '' United States Ex- 
ploring Expedition " which circumnavigated the globe between 
1837 and 1842. He was active in collecting materials, and in 
1846 the volume containing his results appeared and was at once 
acknowledged to be one of the most valuable works of the kind 
then known. It was highly complimented by such authorities 
as Latham, Max Miiller, and others, and it still ranks as indis- 
pensable to one who would acquaint himself with Polynesian 
and American ethnography, the two fields in which it is the 
strongest. 

For ten years after its publication Mr Hale occupied himself 
with his profession, the law, and finally settled in Clinton, Canada, 
where he married and passed the remainder of his life. Though 
remote from the centers of thought and education, he constantly 
maintained his interest in the sciences of his preference, and con- 
tributed a number of papers to them. 

For many years the origin and distribution of languages and 
linguistic stocks attracted his attention. He studied closely the 
occurrence of ^' child -languages," such as are developed inde- 
pendently by some children, and brought forward cogent argu- 
ments from them to explain the rise of linguistic families. He 
also emphasized the importance of languages as measures of 
ethnic capacity and as criteria for the classification of human 
groups. In these directions he always displa3^ed a thorough 
appreciation of the purely human in man and the value of 
psychic standards. 

Apart from his extensive collections in American tongues, his 
special Work was on the Iroquois dialects. He edited, with a 
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valuable introduction, the Iroquois Book of Riles^ an important 
native text descriptive of their mortuary ceremonies and opinions 
of the after-life. While investigating in this field he made the 
memorable discovery that the Tutelo of Virginia belonged to the 
Siouan family, a fact which has been amply supplemented since 
by the researches of Dorsey and Mooney. His early collections 
on the northwest coast led to the appointment by the British 
Association of a committee who should expend annually a cer- 
tain sum in further exploration in that rich field, and the reports 
by Dr Franz Boas and others, which were the result of the com- 
mittee's efforts, rank among the most thorough contributions to 
American linguistics. They were justly considered of such merit 
that on several occasions the Canadian Parliament supplemented 
the grants of the committee by considerable sums. 

Mr Hale was vice-president of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science at Buffalo in 1886 and chairman 
of its Anthropological section. He was also at one time presi- 
dent of the American Folk-lore Society, and at his decease was 
honorary or corresponding member of numerous learned bodies. 
In 1893 he contributed to the proceedings of the International 
Congress of Anthropology a paper on The Fall of Hochelaga, in 
which he showed that in 1553, when Cartier ascended the St 
Lawrence, its shores were in possession of the Huron-Iroquois ; 
but when, about half a century later, Champlain extended his 
voyage up the river, it had passed into the domain of the Algon- 
kins. He explained satisfactorily this curious historic fact. 

With similar acuteness he set forth in his earlier writings the 
direction and approximate dates of the prehistoric migrations 
of the Polynesians. By means of a close comparison of arts, 
dialects, and traditions he was enabled to map out the journeys 
of the first settlers of the Pacific isles with such accuracy that 
later investigators have generally accepted the main lines of his 
theory. 

In all his writings Mr Hale was singularly fair and courteous 
to his contemporaries. He loved science for its own sake, and 
sought to avoid controversies, and when, as occasionally hap- 
pened, he was drawn into one, the moderation of his tone offered 
a model for his antagonist. 

Outside of his scientific acquirements, he was of broad educa- 
tion, loving literature and aiding in general education as oppor- 
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tunity offered. In personal intercourse he was ever kindly and 
considerate and ready to aid the student freely from the abundant 
resources of his own knowledge. 

D. G. Brinton. 



A New Monthly. — The initial number of the Antiquarian has 
made its appearance at Columbus, Ohio, under the editorship of 
Dr J. F. Snyder, of Virginia, Illinois ; Dr Clarence Loveberry, 
of Columbus, and Mr Harlan I. Smith, of New York. The lead- 
ing articles are reprinted from other sources, which seems rather 
unpromising for the journal, when a practically limitless quan- 
tity of new material relating to American antiquities may be 
had for the asking. However, the announcement for the forth- 
coming issue affords assurance of the usefulness of the magazine. 
If for no other reason than that confusion is likely to arise be- 
tween the Antiqiiaria7i and Dr Feet's long-published American 
Antiquarian, it is regretted that the editors and publishers did 
not launch their enterprise on its own merit by adopting a 
new name. 

F. W. H. 



Folk-Lore Society. — The following officers for 1897 were 
elected at the recent annual meeting of the American Folk-lore 
Society, held at Columbia University, New York : President, 
Mr Stewart Culin, of Philadelphia ; First Vice-President, Pro- 
fessor Henry Wood, of Baltimore ; Second Vice-President, Dr 
Franz Boas, of New York; Permanent Secretary, Dr W. W. 
Newell, of Cambridge ; Treasurer, Dr John H. Hinton, of New 
York. 



Herbert Spencer. — In response to a^ letter signed by more 
than eighty noblemen and men eminent in literature, science, 
and art, including Mr Gladstone, Herbert Spencer has consented 
that his portrait shall be painted for the English nation. Mr 
Hubert Herkomer will be the artist. The third volume of his 
Principles of Sociology, which completes Spencer's life-work, has 
recently been published. 
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